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LETTEES OP GEN. JOHN FOEBES, 1758. 

[The following letters of Gen. John Forbes, together with those of 
Col. Henry Bouquet we are printing, furnish interesting details relating 
to the march to and capture of Fort Duquesne, by Forbes' army. The 
original letters are in the Manuscript Department of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania.] 

(General Forbes to David Eoss.) 

Shippensbtjbg 28 th August 1758 
©IR 

I designd to have wrote you the other day when I sent 
Mr. Howell credit for the money paid into your hands over 
and above the £1500 Sterling allowed to be paid by Mr. 
Kilby, but I was so much out of order that I was not able. 

I am sorry that this transaction designed almost entirely 
for your behoof, and the earring on of the service, should 
have turned out so disagreeably, nor could I have imagined 
that you was to conceive either Governour Sharp's honour 
or your own so deeply concerned as to choose to go to 
Prison rather than return Mr. Howell that money, when a 
little reflection must have suggested to you that some mis- 
understanding or neglect had been the cause of Mr. Howell's 
redemanding it, which a letter to me must have cleared up 
imediately. 

As the neglect was mine I hope you have now got the 
money, I am therefore now to acquaint you in order to pre- 
vent misunderstandings betwixt Governour Sharp and me 
that you are not to pay away that whole sum untill that 
you hear farther from Govern' Sharp, as this money ad- 
vanced by me is designed as a Generall aid to diminish the 
debts due by and to, the Maryland troops, and for the carry- 
ing on of the service, and not at all designed to the paying 
of any particular debt due in this manner, I mean transport- 
ing provisions, officers or mens pay, hospitals &c a because, 
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before those can be fully cleared the Accounts and the 
Vouchers must be properly examined and found relavant. 

So therefore I would not have you use above £500 of the 
above sum untill that you hear farther from me or the 
Governour, and that only to stop the mouths of poor people 
who may be in want, the rest of the sum remaing in your 
hands accountable for it to me. 

I hope to see the Grovernour in a few days when all this 
will be easily adjusted I am Sir 

Your most obed' & 

Most humb 18 Servt 

Jo. FFORBES 

(General Forbes to Eichard Peters.) 

Shippensburg 28 August [1758"! . 
Sir 

I wrote you by Mr Ennis the Express two days ago, and 
have little to add, only my distemper begins to abate. 

I know that your Coffee house people will make their 
remarks very freely why I do not proceed but they must 
talk; altho' I must take my own way. But the great 
reason is, the horrible roguery, and rascality in the Country 
people, who did not at all fulfill their Contracts and agree- 
ments, neither in Carriages nor Horses. For in the place 
of Carrying 2000 w* they never had above 14 or 1500, 
and in place of 12 days made 20 of their Journeys by which 
our magzines were dissapointed and our daily consumption 
at Raestown must have fallen upon them [the Magazines] 
had I pushed forward the troops. 

Everything that depended upon the troops has succeeded 
to admiration, and we have got intirely the better of that 
impossible road, over the Alleganey mountain & Laurell 
ridge, so we are ready to take the very first favourable 
opportunity (if not with the whole) at least of visiting the 
Enemy with pretty large detachments. So that now my 
advancing will again depend upon the honesty of the In- 
habitants by their furnishing proper or improper Carriages, 
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and which I beg you will make known to every body, as 
the troops are in great spirits, but I must not lead them to 
fall a saerafice to want or Famine, and the price I pay and 
the treatment the Waggoners and horses meet with, de- 
serves a better return from the Inhabitants, than they have 
as yet shown, for which their Country may suffer severely 
in the End. 

I hope we have chaced off the Enemy Indians from this 
neighbourhood, having had 300 Highlanders with all the 
best woodsmen out these 3 days, night and day, but never 
could have the Good fortune of falling on with any of them. 

Two of the Indians fired upon the Head of a party of 
ours of 80 men, yet notwithstanding they were Instantane- 
ously pursued they gott away. The whole Country has 
been in a pannick but begin again to revive. They are a 
sett of helpless heartless mortalls. 

Col Byrd writes me from Fort Cumberland that a large 
party of Enemy Indians have been in that neighbourhood, 
and that Cap' Bullen and Cap* French who had just brought 
50 Catawbas to our assistance, coming from Winchester, 
would go before the party when they come near Fort Cum- 
berland, by which means they were attacked by 9 Indians, 
killed, and scalped within a mile of the Fort. This is a 
very great loss, as Bullen had proved himself a sincere 
friend to us. 

A party of ours have returned from the Ohio with two 
scalps which I shall endeavour to get you, they were within 
a half mile of FortDuquesne, but do not say anything extra- 
ordinary, only thinks there were about 50 Tents near the 
Fort and reckons there may be as many Indians there as 
tents, and a Garrison of 3 or 400 men. 

But as this is all Conjecture, and that hitherto in spite of 
all the partys I have sent out, I can learn nothing that is to 
be depended upon, I must therefore beg that Andrew Mon- 
tour may be forthwith employed in getting me Intelligence 
of the Enemys Strength in those parts, by going himself, 
as likewise sending 2 or 3 trusty hands to pick up what 
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they can learn, as to the number of the French Canadians 
or Indians there at present, or expected, wether they have 
thrown up any Entrenchments before the Tort betwixt the 
Ohio and Monongahela. What they have built lately either 
at the Fort or tother side of the river. What Guns they 
mount in the Fort, wether they send out partys from the 
Fort during the day or night to reconnoitre the Environs. 
How many men mount Guard daily, &c &c and the dispo- 
sition of the Indians. These spies may return to our ad- 
vanced post 9 miles forward from Loyall Hannon on the 
other side of the Chestnut ridge of Mountains and about 40 
miles from Fort Du Quesne. They may make themselves 
known by wearing yellow Fillets about their heads and 
Arms, and waving of their matchcoats upon a long pole. 

I am in want of spying Glasses to send out with my 
partys so pray buy for me two or three good ones, and send 
up by the very first Express. Let Mr. Croghan send out 
people likewise with the same directions, and I shall be 
very glad to see him after your Congress, which I hope still 
goes forward and will produce something. I should be 
glad to know if they were Delawares, that was here the 
other day. I dare say everything will be said to bring the 
Indians to see their own Interest, and to abandon the French, 
and I fancy any demands that they have to make will be so 
moderate, as to be asily complyed with, and doubt not but 
many of their young men may be induced to join me, In 
which case Mr. Croghan would do a signall service in con- 
ducting them safe to me. Let Mr West purchase 50 lib. 
weight of Vermillion, and send it off, with the first waggons 
that come up from Mr. Howell, with proper directions. I 
have broke my little Barometer, I wish you could purchase 
me another and send it me up safe. 

Hambies & Teedyuseungs son goes down to Easttown to 
persuade their friends to come and join me, I wish they 
may be sincere so pray let them be watched narrowly. 

I hope the Province will make no difficulty, as to the 
Expence of this meeting, as it will be a most monsterous 
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reflection upon them if they do, and they never after can 
either look for, or expect the favour or protection of Great 
Brittain. 

I stand greatly in need of a few prunes by way of Laxa- 
tive, if any fresh are lately arrived a few pounds will be a 
great blessing, or a pound 2 or 3 of such fine raisins as 
Mr Allen's were, as I eat nothing. 

I expect all the news of Louisburgh so dont baulk me — 
I am D r Sir most sincerely yrs &c &c 
Jo FFORBES 

(General Forbes' Instructions to Major Shippen.) 

Major Shippen, You are to order the 2 new Levyed Com- 

panys of to march without loss of time to strengthen 

the Garrison of Fort Augusta leaving one Officer and 30 
Men at Port Hunter. 

All the rest of the new levyed Companys are to march to- 
wards Lancaster and so up to Carlisle, where they will have 
tents provided for them. 

The Arms and camp necessarys for those Companys levyed 
up the Country, ought to be sent to Lancaster or Carlisle, 
as those towns lyes most contiguous to the Companys. 
You are to wait upon S r John St Clair if he is at Carlisle, 
who will give you his orders about the marching up of 
these companys to the Camp at Carlisle, From whence a 
Detatchment equall to the Garrisons of the Forts may be 
made from the whole, and the companys now there may be 
brought on to join the army. 

(General Forbes to Governor Sharp.) 
_ n Baestown 16* Septem 1 1758 

Dear Sir 

I received your letter from Fort Cumberland at Juniata 
last night, and that I might answer it more exactly brought 
your officer on here this day, where I now find there has a 
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transport gone from here this morning for Fort Cumber- 
land with provisions which will serve in the meantime 
untill Mr Rutherford arrives ; what I was to do with regard 
to spirits I could not well say, imagining they could be 
bought as reasonable and cheap at Port Cumberland as they 
could be sent from this, but now being informed of the 
contrary I have ordered two hogsheads to be sent off directly, 
which will give me time to look about me for a day or two 
and draw Breath, being at this present moment in bed 
wearied like a dog. 

I have the most laconic letter from Dr. Ross that ever 
was wrote to a Gentleman where ,£1500. was concerned, 
consisting of these words, " Sir I have received yours and 
shall report to Gov* Sharp. I am Sir " — In a day or two 
I hope to write you more fully upon several other things. 
In the meantime I am very sincerely 

Yr most obed* & 
Most hum 1 ' Serv' 

Jo FFORBES 

P. S. If spirits can be purchased reasonable at Port Cum- 
berland, I dont see why we should be obliged to send them 
from this. Mr St. Clair is just now come in and informs 
me that the transport of provisions above mentioned, did 
not proceed as I have said — However as there is an Express 
gone to Winchester to Mr. Rutherford to hasten him up, I 
hope you will be able to make a shift untill that he arrives 
or that I can send you a fresh supply, which shall be the 
first thing I shall take care of when any comes to this place, 
and that expect tomorrow or the day after 



(General Forbes to Richard Peters.) 
Sir 

I have been of late but a bad correspondent as I could 
only write of multiplicity of grievances crowding upon the 
back of one another, all dismall to look at, yet by patience 
and perseverance, to be in some measure surmounted or 



92 Letters of General John Forbes, 1758. 

alleviate. This I hope in God I have done, and trust 
greatly that from the same principles I shall be able to ac- 
complish what yet remains. 

I wish sincerely your treaty could have been brought 
about a little earlier, from whence wee might have drawn 
some powerfull helps this very Campaign, but I never repine 
at what cannot be remedyed, and I am this moment flatter- 
ing myself that from the joint endeavours of all with you, 
the dropping of foolish trifles, some measures will be taken 
with those originale Inhabitants as to strengthen ourselves 
and diminish our Ennemys Influence with them in those 
parts for if it is as I see things giving up sometimes a little 
in the beginning will procure you a great deal in the end. 

Frederick Post has been here some time, I think he has 
execute the Commission he was sent upon, w th ability and 
Fidelity, and deserves a proper reward. The two people 
who reconducted him here, deserve likewise of any Govern- 
ment, but I think if what he says of Daniell be true that he 
deserves no countenance. I do not know whether the pro- 
vince will defray those charges, but they certainly ought as 
they may reap the profitts, I have no kind of judgment what 
Post deserves. I have ordered him fifteen pounds in the 
mean time I send him to you by this Express, that he and 
his two Conductors may be sent directly back with proper 
Messages (as the Governor shall direct) to the Ohio Indians 
to retire directly, as the season will admitt of no delay. 

Pray make my excuse to Mr. Croghan for not answering 
his letter, but I approve of his measures and proposall of 
joining me, which I wish he would do without the loss of 
one moment of time, as now that I have everything in ready- 
ness at Loyall Hannon, I only want a few dry days to carry 
me to the Ohio Banks, where I hope our operations will not 
be long, so send me back the express that carrys this, with 
all diligence and let Mr. Croghan write me the day that he 
intends setting out, with his route, and when I may expect 
him here, with the number that he expects to accompany 
him, Dispatch at present is absolutely necessary, so I 
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should think he can dispense without seeing the end of 
your Congress. 

Most of the Indians that have been preying upon us all 
year, have after getting all they possibly could expect, left 
us, and the few remaining were just agoing home in spite 
of every kind of means used to prevent them, when the 
little Carpenter arrived at this Camp with about 60 good 
"Warriors, But he is as consummate a Dog as any of them, 
only seeing our distress, has made him exceed all others in 
his most avaricious demands, There is no help for those 
criticall minutes, and after foolishly laying out many thou- 
sands of pounds, I judged it would be wrong policy to lose 
him and all the rest for a few hundreds more. 

Upon the 12 th in the morning the French from Fort Du 
Quesne having a mind to repay Major Grants visit came to 
drive us away from our advanced post at Loyall Hannon 
destroy our Magazin, Bullocks, Carriages &ce. They con- 
sisted of a body of 900 French and Canadians and two 
Hundred of those Friends, you are now treating with, they 
had gott within five miles of the post, and proposed attack- 
ing all the out post and Guards next morning, but being 
discovered they resolutely attempted to storm the Breast 
work thrown up about the Camp — accordingly fell a firing 
and Hallooing in order to bring out detachments, by which 
they proposed entering the Breastwork pell mell with them 
when routed. The 60 Maryland Volunteers went out and 
attacked them with vigour and Courage, but overpowered, 
Col. Burd who commanded sent a strong detatchment of the 
1st Pensylvania Beg* to sustain them, but they being like- 
wise repulsed a third detatchment of the Virginians &c, 
went out to bring the other off, which they did by retreat- 
ing to the Breastwork. The Ennemy followed closs to the 
edge of the "Wood where they were stopt by the Grape shot 
from our Cannon and the shells of the Coehorns and How- 
bitzers, however they continued fireing upon the breast 
work from eleven to three in the afternoon without any 
Considerable loss on our side, they then retreated a little, 
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and carried away their dead and wounded in which they 
were favoured by the lying of the Ground, and then 
marched five miles off. "Wee saved all our live Cattle, but 
the officers horses are either carried away or a missing. 
Two Maryland officers are killed and about 60 of our men 
are missing altho wee cannot believe them killed having 
only found six bodys, one officer of the Train wounded, 
wch is all our loss. That of the Ennemy wee cannot ascer- 
tain, altho it must neads be Considerable considering the 
advantages wee fought with against them, a Breast work & 
Cannon — I fancy they will not visit soon again and it has 
put all the "Waggoners in such spirits that a single waggon 
will go now without one escorte, but these cursed Rains 
upon our new roads in clay soils and everything upon 
wheels, has at present renderd the Laurell Hill quite un- 
passable so wee must wait some dry days to be able to go 
forward. God grant them soon — 

I think Mr. Croghan might send a trusty man or two or 
three towards Venango, in a direct Road from you, who by 
coming down the Ohio might come over and join us at 
Loyal Hannon with what intelligence of the Reinforcements 
lately gone to the French they could pick up, and what 
tribes of Indians are still with them which sure can not be 
many now as I am sure they are scarce of provisions. Pray 
make my apology to Gov" Denny for not writing him, being 
still extreamly bad that is to say, weak, and my Complim' 8 
to him and Gov* Bernard, to whose negotiations, I sincerely 
wish success, and hope they cannot fail, send me all your 
news by the express and believe me Sir very sincerely 

Yr most ob' hum 10 Serv* 

Jo FFORBES 

Raystown Camp 
October 16 th 

Pray heartily for fair weather and dispatch of Business — 
But what absurd mortall made your Assembly settle the 
price of tranporting provisions this length and no further — 
This length the Waggons do come & finer horses and 
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"Waggons I never saw, each bringing at least 2000 Weight 
with ease, but one foot further they will not move, so I am 
drove to the necessity of persuading them to move forward 
in the military way, but still paying them in proportion, or 
leaving the price to their Assembly — I am quite tyred. 
Adieu. I have sent home your books. 



(General Forbes to Col. Burd.) 

New Camp 20 miles 1 19 th November 1758 

west of Loyal Hannon j 
Sir 

[Torn] astonished and amazed upon [torn] and villa- 
nous desertion of [torn] of the methods he had used [torn] 
from our assistance at so very criticall a time, He has often 
told us in publick that his nation were going to make warr 
against the Virginians & His Majesty's subjects. I there- 
fore thought him a good pledge in our hands to prevent 
that, and consequently the whole of them, were indulged 
in every extravagant, avaricious demand that they made. 
But seeing that those who have thus deserted and aban- 
doned us, with all the aggravating circumstances attending 
their desertion, are preludes to what we may expect from 
them, I therefore desire that upon receipt of this you will 
instantly dispatch an express to the Commanding officer at 
Kaystown who is to send one to "Winchester & Fort Cumber- 
land in case that he, the Carpenter & his Followers should 
have already past Kaystown, and notice ought to be sent to 
fort Loudoun likewise with my orders which are that hav- 
ing under the Cloak of Friendship robbed us these severall 
months, But that now having discovered themselves our pri- 
vate Ennemies, and having turned the Arms putt into their 
hands by us against his Majestys subjects, which the former 
partys have already done, That therefore prudence and self 
preservation oblidged us to require of them the returning 
of their Arms and ammunition, directly, as likewise the 
horses that were furnished them to accompany us to warr 
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That as their Blanketts Shirts Silver truck are not of that 
consequence, therefore the peremptory stripping off them 
need not [torn] But I insist upon the Inhabitants [torn] 
— Chester making them do [torn] and horses, which is but 
[torn] fellow subjects of the [torn] through, where no doubt 
they would committ all sort of Outrage, so that it will be 
necessary to send a sufficient escorte along with them, allow- 
ing of them a sufficiency of provisions and no more, so that 
the Cherokee nation may see plainly they will have nothing 
to complain off but the baseness and perfidy of those whom 
they have sent amongst us as friends for these seven months 
by past. 

The Garrison of Fort Cumberland is strong enough to 
compell them to deliver up their Arms, so let a Copy of 
this my letter be sent to the Commanding officer who is to 
make use of all the fair means in his power, before he takes 
their arms from them. Raystown they are to do the same. 

But as the Garrison of Fort Loudoun is perhaps too weak 
either to refuse them their presents, or make them deliver 
up their Arms, I desire therefore that in case they take that 
way, that Major Wells march directly himself with a suffi- 
cient force from Raystown to Fort Loudoun to execute this, 
which you and all Concerned are always first to try by 
Gentle methods, before that rougher ones be made use ofi 
— As it is impossible any of your Garrison can overtake 
them before they reach Baystown, I therefore desire no time 
may be lost in sending copys of my letter and directions to 
Raystown, to be forthwith transmitted by Major "Wells if 
they are passed to Forts Loudoun, Cumberland and Win- 
chester by expresses [torn] Mr. Smith [torn] Interpreter 
ought to be sent after them, to serve to explain matters 
and prevent as far as can be the bad Consequences of them 
going home through Virginia and north Carolina arm'd — 
for which purpose this letter is wrote as Virginia has already 
suffered. I am S r 

Yr most ob* hum. Serv', 

Jo. FFORBES. 
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(General Forbes to Gov' Denny.) 

Fort DuQuESNe now Pittsburg 

26 l November 1758 
SlK 

I have the pleasure and honour of acquainting you with 
the Signal success of His Majesty's Troops over all his 
Enemies on the Ohio, by having obliged them to burn and 
abandon their Fort DuQuesne which they effectuated upon 
the 24 th instant, And of which I took possession with my 
little Army, the next day, the Enemy having made their 
Escape down the River part in Boats and part by Land to 
their Forts and settlements on the Mississippi, being abandoned 
or at least not seconded by their Eriends the Indians whom 
we had previously engaged to act a neutral part, and who 
now seem all willing and ready to embrace His Majesty's 
most gracious protection. 

So give me leave to congratulate you upon this important 
event of having totally expelled the French from their Fort 
and this prodigious tract of fine Country and of having in a 
manner reconciled the various tribes of Indians inhabiting 
it to His Majesty's Government. 

I have not time to give you a detail of our proceedings 
and approaches towards the Enemy, or of the hardships 
and difficulties that we necessarily met with, all that will 
soon come out, but I assure you after reviewing the Ground 
and Fort I have great reason to be most thankful for the 
part that the French have acted. 

As the conquest of this Country is of the greatest Conse- 
quence to the adjacent provinces by securing the Indians 
our real Friends for their own advantage, I have therefore 
sent for their head people to come to me, when I think in 
a few Words and few days to make every thing easy. I 
shall then set out to kiss your hands, if I have strength 
enough left to carry me through the Journey. 

I shall be obliged to leave about 200 Men of your pro- 
vincial troops to join a proportion of Virginia and Mary- 
landers in order to protect this Country during "Winter, by 
vol. xxxiii. — 7 
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which time I hope the provinces will be so sensible of the 
great benefit of this new Acquisition as to enable me to fix 
this noble fine Country, to all perpetuaty under the Domin- 
ion of Great Britian. 

I beg the Barracks may be put in good repair and proper 
lodging for the Officers, and that you will send me with the 
greatest dispatch your Opinion how I am to dispose of the 
rest of your provincial Troops, for the ease and convenience of 
the province and the Inhabitants. — You must also remember 
that Colonel Montgomery's Battalion of 1300 Men & four 
companies of Royal Americans, are after so long and tedious 
a Campaign to be taken care of in some Comfortable 
Winter Quarters. 

I kiss all your hands and flatter myself that if I get to 
Philadelphia, under your cares and good Companys I shall 
yet run a good chance of reestablishing a health that I run 
the risque of ruining to give your province all the satisfac- 
tion in the power of my weak abilities. 

I am Sir 

with great esteem and regard 
Your most obedient 

humble servant 
Jo: Forbes 



